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Through family diaries, stories 

and photos plus library research,
four Stratis cousins have pieced 
together the history of their 
Grandfather’s two restaurants
in Dayton, Ohio.

The following features John Stratis’ first 
restaurant, The Ark located in the historic 
Wright-Dunbar Neighborhood. 

History compiled by:

 Sue Stratis Montesano

 Dave Stratis
 Stacey Stratis
 Greg  Stratis

Special Thanks to:
Karen D. Brame – Dayton Metro Library
Information Services Librarian – Africana Archives Emphasis
Special Collections



Two Greek immigrants met in Dayton, Ohio 

They became business partners to pursue 

the American Dream

John Anthony Hornis
Born April 6, 1896

Crete, Greece
Married - Olive Naomi Young

May 29, 1924
Dayton, Ohio

Died October 14, 1978
Dayton, Ohio

John Andrew Stratis
Born July 26, 1896

Andros, Greece
Married – Edith Ummel

December 28, 1922
Dayton, Ohio

Died April 20, 1963
Aboard T.S.S. Olympia

Buried Clearwater, Florida

Johnny Hornis opened The Ark Restaurant at 1026 West Third Street 
in 1926. John Stratis worked with Hornis and later purchased The Ark 
at the end of 1928. Following the end of Prohibition in 1933, the 
partners took over the 2nd floor of the Enterprise Building, spent 
$10,000 and opened the Rendezvous, a nightclub complete with 
house orchestra and a staff of 45. 



In 2023, Greg Stratis 

found a matchbook 

for sale on EBay. 

The cousins had 

heard about The Ark, 

but never knew 

where it was located. 

They knew there was 

a ballroom on the 2nd 

floor with animals 

painted on the walls. 

The matchbook with 

the address provided 

the missing link.

CLUES



LOCATION Sue Montesano set out to 

find the exact location of 

1026 West Third. 

Using current maps plus a 

walk of the neighborhood 

didn’t provide the exact 

location. After speaking 

with a realtor at HER 

located at 1024, Sue 

decided it must have 

been part of 1024 at one 

time. OR could it have 

been located at what is 

now an empty lot?

After lots of visits to the 

Downtown Dayton Library 

plus online searches it 

was discovered that the 

address had changed in 

1939 to 1038!

Currently there isn’t a 

street address of 1038 

but through recent 

historic references it has 

been determined that 

1038 was in the 

ENTERPRISE BUILDING.

1024 West Third – Booth Building

1036-1038 West Third – Enterprise Building



TIMELINE









John & Edith Stratis with their young sons Leon & Bob during the early 
years of The Ark. The family lived in the Westwood Neighborhood of 
Dayton, not far from the restaurant.



History of West Third Street Buildings in Wright-Dunbar
APRIL 8, 2019 BY ANDREW WALSH

The Pekin Theater (1890) was part of the Enterprise Block, “a long 
(130 feet), narrow (45 feet) building with three stories and a 
basement, totaling about 20,000 square feet. The theater, which was 
built around 1890, began as a nickelodeon and also presented 
vaudeville acts.” It was a part of the Colored Consolidated Time 
vaudeville circuit and hosted performances by Bert Whitman and the 
Sunbeams, Sam Davis, and comedians Price and Jones in 1914-15.

It too would close soon after, however. According to the National 
Park Service, “with the decline of the west Dayton community, the 
theater fell into disrepair, eventually including the collapse of its roof 
and floors. By 2002, the building consisted only of the front and side 
walls held up by buttresses.” Despite this, the structure has survived, 
and has been mentioned in various redevelopment proposals, 
although nothing concrete has materialized.

The present commercial structures on West Third Street were built 
between 1885 and 1924. The corridor, however, “was never an 
affluent area.” Instead, it was a working class enclave and it has been 
described as a “tight, cramped urban neighborhood.” In fact by 1912, 
it was already being said that “the old neighborhood was changing 
for the worse” (Crouch–The Bishop’s Boys).

After World War I, the community became predominantly African-
American.

MARCH 24, 2019 BY ANDREW WALSH

https://daytonvistas.com/author/walshandjgmail-com/
https://daytonvistas.com/author/walshandjgmail-com/




HISTORY

Pekin Theatre 

2nd Floor 

Enterprise 

Building

Live Shows & 

Silent Movies in 

1916
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